
The  Leicester  Orchestral  Union was  Leicester’s  first
symphony  orchestra  giving  well  attended  annual  concerts  from
1874 to 1923. It was also an important precursor to the Leicester
Symphony Orchestra with over half of early LSO players previously
playing for the LOU. The LOU is almost forgotten today but I was
lucky enough to be given access to the family collection of concert
programmes held by Cedric Lee. Cedric’s mother, Grace Burrows,
uncle Benjamin Burrows and grandfather B H Burrows were all
heavily  involved  in  the  LOU  for  many  years.  Grace  led  the
orchestra in its final years and went on to be a founder member
and leader of the LSO. Using the programmes together with press
reports  from the British Newspaper Archive I  was able to  piece
together the story of the LOU in an article ‘A Feast of Fine Music’
The story of Leicester Orchestral Union, Leicester’s pioneer
orchestra.  which  was  published in  the  Leicestershire  Historian
Volume 60 (2024).  You may need to magnify  these scans from
LOU concert programmes which supplement those in the article.
Included are player lists and a complete list of music performed,
providing  valuable  background  detail  on  this  fascinating  story.

            Sam Dobson

The Temperance Hall, Granby Street, home of 
the LOU for many years.  With permission of the 
Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and 
Rutland, Ref: Thomas Cook Collection, DE7845.
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